
P R E - C O L L E G E  C A L E N D A R  &  C H E C K L I S T

AS A FRESHMAN:
!  Keep Your Grades Up:
    Your grades during your Freshman to Senior years will determine whether or

not you qualify for some schools.  It is important to develop good study and
planning skills.

!  Take the Right Courses:
 Many colleges require completion of academic courses in Math, Science,

English, etc.  Now is the time to find out what is required so that you can plan
the course structure for your Sophomore through Senior years.

!  Get acquainted with your High School Counselor:
 She can help you design an academic plan for high school. Schedule a meeting

with her to discuss your academic goals.

!  Plan Your Finances:
 Colleges are not cheap, so what is your financial plan?  Preparing yourself now

by saving and working summer jobs can help defray some of the costs.

!  Prepare for the Entrance Exam(s):
  Most colleges require entrance exams,  usually referred to as the SAT and ACT.

You should begin thinking about those exams and prepare yourself for taking
them during your Junior and Senior years.

You have the opportunity to take the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) during both your
Sophomore and Junior years.  Start to think about if you’d like to take this
important practice exam next year!
www.collegeboard.com
www.act.org
www.review.com

We also have college-entrance exam preparation books (i.e. study guides) in the
ACS H.S. library!

!  Start to Explore Different Careers:
It’s important to see what kinds of careers are out there!  Go to these sites for
more information:
www.collegeboard.com/html/careerbrowser.html
www.careercruising.com  (User ID: international    Password: cooperative )
www.mapping-your-future.org/planning/
www.bls.gov/oco/cg/home.htm
www.careeronestop.org/learners/learners.asp


